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MESSAGE NOTES 
God of Love 

                    Psalm 23 John 15:9-17 

James Brown 

What is God’s love? 

The Bible says that God is love, love is who God is, it’s absolutely fundamental to His being. So if 

we want to know God, if we want to fully understand the personality of God we need to first 

understand what real love is: 

1 Corinthians 13 4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It 

does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 

God’s love perfectly fulfils this description of love without any flaw or defect.  

John 15:9 As the father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now abide in My love. 

How do we respond to God’s love? 

Jesus said that we should respond to this Love by abiding in it. One meaning of this is that we rest 

in God’s love, that we remain in God’s love, that we know that God loves us, and that we feel 

secure in this love. And when we grasp to some extent the depth of this love of God towards us 

entering into a loving relationship with Him becomes a supreme joy.  It becomes a joy for us to 

speak to Him in prayer, to hear from Him in Bible reading and to follow His commands: 

John 15:10 If you keep my commands you will abide in my love just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and abide in His love. 

The result of this response  

When we actively respond to God’s love for us in our own lives the inevitable result of this is that 

we will increasingly love the people around us more and more as well. Hurt people hurt other 

people but loved people love other people. God is able to take all of your hurt and all of your pain 

and transform it through His love into a means of reaching out to and loving other people. 

John 15:12 This is my command that you love one another as I have loved you 

 


