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MESSAGE NOTES 

Do Not Be Surprised 

      1 Peter 4:12 
                                                                 James Brown 
 
1. Expect difficulties 
 

1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you. 

Difficulties are a part of God’s plan for our lives. We shouldn’t think it’s 
strange when we experience them. God is working through it all for our 
good. When you expect difficulties in life, you are much better prepared to 
handle them when they come.  

2. Joyful perseverance 
 

James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds. 

Joy isn’t the same thing as happiness. Joy is much deeper than our 
emotions. Happiness may come from our circumstances, but joy comes 
from knowing God and His great love for us. Joy gives us the strength we 
need to endure anything in life. 

3. An eternal glory 
 

2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 

This is what God cares about most as our loving heavenly Father. He 
doesn’t just want what’s best for us in this life, He wants what’s best for us 
for all eternity. We can trust in His perfect plan. 


