
2025.06.08 

MESSAGE NOTES 

“No Extra Rules” 
Pentecost Sunday – Acts 15 

      By Loyd Flaherty 
 
When we listen to the Holy Spirit, we keep peace in the church and point people to 
Jesus. 
 
1. We are saved by God’s grace, not by rules (Acts 15:1–11) 

Some people said, “You must follow the old laws to be saved.” -Acts 15:5 But Peter 
said, “We are saved by grace through Jesus.” -Acts 15:11 
 
• Jesus is enough for salvation. Let’s not add extra rules to the gospel. 

 
2. Let’s not make it hard for others to believe (Acts 15:19–21) 

James said, “Let’s not make it difficult for the Gentiles.” -Acts 15:19 
The leaders chose simple guidance to help unity. -Acts 15:28-29* 
They focused on what helped people live in peace. 
 

    • Let’s make our church welcoming to all. 
    • Let’s focus on what helps people to follow Jesus. 
 
3. God can work even through disagreements (Acts 15:28, 36–41) 

Paul and Barnabas couldn’t agree, and they went separate ways. -Acts 15:39 But the 
mission didn’t stop—God used both teams to spread the gospel. 
The Holy Spirit was still at work in both directions. 
 

    • Disagreements happen, but God can still use us.  
    • Let’s stay focused on Jesus, even when we don’t all agree. 

 
Conclusion: We are saved through Jesus — not culture, tradition, or effort. 
 
Prayer 
Our Heavenly Father, Thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to lead us. Help us not to 
make it hard for others to come to Jesus. Teach us to listen, love, and stay united as 
Your church. On this Pentecost Sunday, fill us again with Your Holy Spirit. Let us walk 
together, with Jesus at the center of our life. 
In Jesus ’name we pray, Amen. 
 


